
 
 
Thursday, July 17, 2008 
 
House Meets At… Votes Predicted At… 
 10:00 a.m. For Legislative Business 
 
 
Ten “One Minutes” Per Side 

Last Vote: 3:00 p.m. 

 
Any anticipated Member absences for votes this week should be reported 

to the Office of the Majority Whip at 226-3210.   
 
Floor Schedule and Procedure 
 

• Motion to Instruct Conferees on S. 2062 - the Native American 
Housing Assistance and Self-Determination Reauthorization Act of 
2007 (Financial Services):  Debate on the Motion to Instruct Conferees 
will proceed as follows:  

o One hour of debate on the Motion to Instruct Conferees. 
o Vote on adopting the Motion to Instruct Conferees. 

 
• H. Res. 1350 – Rule providing for consideration of motions to 

suspend the rules (Rep. Slaughter - Rules):  The closed rule provides 
one hour of general debate equally divided and controlled by the 
Chairwoman and Ranking Minority Member of the Committee on Rules.  
Debate on the rule will be managed by Committee on Rules Chairwoman 
Rep. Louise Slaughter, and consideration will proceed as follows:   

• One hour of debate on the rule.  
• Possible vote on a Democratic Motion ordering the previous 

question. Democrats are urged to vote yes.  
• Vote on adoption of the rule. Democrats are urged to vote yes.  

• Suspension Bill:  Today, the House will consider one bill on the 
Suspension calendar.  Bills considered on the Suspension calendar are 
debatable for 40 minutes; may not be amended; and require a two-thirds 
vote for passage.   

 
1. H.R. 6515 - Drill Responsibly in Leased Lands (DRILL) Act of 

2008 (Rep. Rahall – Natural Resources) 
 
 
 
 
 



Bill Summary and Key Issues 
 

H.R. 6515 - Drill Responsibly in Leased Lands (DRILL) Act of 2008: 
• National Petroleum Reserve-Alaska (NPR-A):  Mandates that the Bush 

Administration conduct annual lease sales for 5 years to ensure that the lands 
in the NPR-A are more rapidly leased for oil and gas production.  Even 
though it has more oil than the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (10.6 billion 
barrels vs. 10.4 billion barrels) and it has been open to drilling for 26 years, 
only four lease sales have been conducted since 1999, and only 14% of the 
NPR-A is leased.  The bill will protect sensitive areas, such as around 
Teshekpuk Lake.  Unlike ANWR, which is protected by law from drilling as an 
environmental preservation area, NPR-A is already designated for oil and gas 
production so it could occur more rapidly.  Based on EIA projections, oil 
production in ANWR is four to six years behind that of the NPR-A.  
 

• Extension of Oil and Gas Pipeline to the NPR-A:  Requires the Transportation 
Secretary to facilitate the necessary pipeline infrastructure to bring the 
producing oil fields in NPR-A online.  Right now, available pipelines reach to 
within 5 miles of NPR-A. The bill requires project labor agreements for both 
the NPR-A and Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline to provide good paying jobs.  

  
• Alaska Natural Gas Pipeline:  Requires the President to work with the 

Canadian government, state of Alaska, and oil and gas producers to facilitate 
construction of the pipeline.  While this pipeline was proposed in 1976, and 
Congress authorized up to $18 billion in loan guarantees for this project in 
2004, there has been no progress in building this critical energy infrastructure 
under the Bush Administration.   The planned pipeline would have a daily 
capacity of 4 billion cubic feet of natural gas, or almost 7% of current U.S. 
consumption.  Not only is this pipeline critical to our energy security --
 transporting natural gas from Alaska to America’s Midwest -- it will create 
good-paying American jobs and would be among the largest construction 
projects ever undertaken.  

 
• Banning the export of Alaskan oil:  Reinstates the Alaskan export ban that 

was in place from 1973 to 1995, imposed to ensure that American oil helps 
the American people.  In 2000, about 7% of crude oil production from the 
Alaskan North Slope was exported to South Korea, Japan, and China. 

 
• Use It or Lose It:  Requires oil companies to diligently develop leases on 

federal lands (onshore and offshore) that they are already holding.  If they 
cannot certify that they are doing so, they must give up the unused leases — 
so that someone else can develop them – before obtaining any new leases.   

 
• Fair Return on Production of Federal Oil and Gas Resources. Directs the 

Interior Secretary to take steps to ensure that federal oil and gas lease 
holders are making prompt and accurate royalty payments so that the owners 
of these lands, the American taxpayers, are fully reimbursed for their use. 

 
Preserving American Natural Resources 
 



Untouched Beaches and Coastline – President George H.W. Bush put in place a 
moratorium on certain offshore drilling by executive order in 1990 in response to 
the catastrophic Exxon-Valdez oil spill.  A Congressional ban has existed for 
more than a quarter century, since 1981.  Drilling would expose the nation's 
shores to oil spills and other threats at a time when coastal resources — fisheries 
and habitats especially — are already severely stressed.  These shorelines and 
waters are also critical to the multibillion-dollar tourism industry.  There have 
been at least 117 spills in the Outer Continental Shelf waters since 2000.  There 
are 33 million acres of the federal OCS lands that are under lease but are not 
producing, and nearly 80 percent of offshore oil is already in areas that are open 
for exploration.  Opening new areas to development would save consumers little 
at the pump -- a decade or two down the road.  
 
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) – Alaska’s ANWR is one of America’s 
last pristine untouched wilderness areas – home to more than 250 animal 
species and birds.  The potential benefit of drilling oil in ANWR is pennies per 
gallon a decade or two down the road – a point on which even Senator John 
McCain agrees.  

 
Quote of the Day 
 
“ Have the courage to act instead of react.” 
- Oliver Wendell Holmes 
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